
Proposed Visit by Delegation from Ke Qiao District to Chigwell and Epping Forest 

Date : Friday 16 June 2017  from 10:00am
 
Introduction 

This delegation of 11 people is led by the Executive Deputy Mayor of Keqiao, Mr Zhu Jianming. He 
is accompanied by 4 other officials and a group of business men from the area. (see 
accompanying name list)

They will spend a few days in Switzerland before travelling to the UK for a 4 day/3 night visit. 
During their stay in UK they will visit APEX Circuit Design in Bledlow, Bucks, who specialise in the 
design of motor racing circuits, as there is a plan to build a racing circuit in Zhejiang Province. 

They are also very keen to meet their counterparts in the UK with a view to establishing 
commercial and cultural relations over a period of time. 

They also wish to visit Cambridge and Oxford as well as the iconic sights of London. 

About Ke Qiao

It is probably true to say that Ke Qiao is not particularly well known outside China. It is an 
administrative district within the better known city of Shaoxing City. It lies approximately 50km east 
of Hangzhou (famous for West Lake) and 106 km west of the important coastal port of Ningbo and 
just south of the Yangtze Delta. The registered population is 714,000 with a further ‘temporary’ 
resident population numbering around 640,000 and it covers an area of 1040 sq kms. (see map)

It is a wealthy area, which has experienced rapid economic growth in the past 30 years. It is 
outward looking and actively seeks investment from overseas and trade relations with other 
countries. It also encourages international trade exhibitions (orchids, furniture, leisure) and 
competitions such as the 6th World Choir Games and sporting events. 

Silk production has historically been a mainstay of the local economy and development has been 
especially rapid in recent years with its ‘Fabric City’ the largest wholesale and distribution centre for 
textiles in China. 

The Gui Ji Shan Hills in the south western part of the district slope down towards the sea and the 
area enjoys the typical gentle water town landscape of the area south of the Yangtze with 
waterways and canals, bridges, lush and varied vegetation (there is an area famous for its plum 
blossoms in Spring), rice growing, tea plantations, fisheries and sea food. 

There are strong cultural and historical traditions, which are remembered and revived throughout 
the area - from Music and Tea Ceremonies at the Ping Yang Temple in Pingshui, to the Jian Hu 
(Jian Lake) and Ke Yan (Ke Cliff) Tourist Resort with its unusual Yun Gu Rock formation - looking 
not unlike a pagoda turned upside down, a 10m high stone carved Buddha dating from the Tang, 
caves and waterfalls , gardens. The most famous calligrapher Wang Xizhi came from this area, as 
well as Zhou Enlai the former Premier of China, Lu Xun and Zhou Shuren - modern writers, Qiu Jin 
a revolutionary heroine, Da Yu the mythical king who tamed the waterways of China to mention but 
a few. 

There is an emphasis on rural tourism (for the domestic as much as the overseas tourism market) 
and traditional farmhouses have been restored and there are some bed and breakfast style 
accommodations, which are more and more popular in China. There are also amenities for rafting, 
climbing and other kinds of exploration and light trekking.    



List of Delegates

 
1) Mr Zhu Jianming 18 Jan 1967
Executive Deputy Mayor, Shaoxing Keqiao District People’s Government.

2) Mr Yu Wei 31 Oct 1970
Director, Keqiao Jianhu-Keyan Tourist Resort Management Committee.

3) Ms Fang  Youmei  18 Dec 1972
Director, Shaoxing Keqiao Commerce Bureau.

4) Mr Chen Ligen 24 Jun 1972
Director, Shaoxing Keqiao District Land and Resources Sub-Bureau.

5)  Ms Chen Yuefang 16 Mar 1982
Deputy Director, Shaoxing Keqiao District Foreign Affairs Office.

6)  Mr Zhang Guohua          09 Jan 1971 MD / Textile business

7)  Mr Xu Jiaorong  12  Jan 1965 MD / Textile business

8)  Mr Huang Yong              15 Feb 1980 TBC

9 )   Mr Liang Zhigang              27 Oct 1975 MD / Property company

10)  Mr Cai Zhiping                   07 Nov 1979 MD / Leisure Park 

11)  Mr Wang Meng  18 Jan 1964               Tour operator/group organiser 

(please note that traditionally the family name is written first in Chinese - which we have 
underlined) 

note on pronunciation :  

‘ke’ is pronounced like the first syllable of ‘control’

‘qiao’ is pronounced like the Italian ‘ciao’!



Map showing location of Ke Qiao edged in red. 


